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for Home Worship

THE SECOND SUNDAY 
of EPIPHANY


Hymn 1:  Alleluia, Sing to Jesus!
1. Alleluia, sing to Jesus, His the sceptre, his the throne;
Alleluia, his the triumph, his the victory alone:
Hark, the songs of peaceful Sion
Thunder like a mighty flood;
Jesus, out of every nation,
Hath redeemed us by his blood.

2. Alleluia, not as orphans are we left in sorrow now;	
Alleluia, he is near us, faith believes nor questions how;
Though the cloud from sight received him
When the forty days were o’er,
Shall our hearts forget his promise,
“I am with you evermore”?

3. Alleluia, Bread of Angels, Thou on earth our food, out stay;
Alleluia, here the sinful flee to thee from day to day;
Intercessor, Friend of sinners,
Earth’s Redeemer, plead for me,
Where the songs of all the sinless
Sweep across the crystal sea.

4. Alleluia, King eternal, Thee the Lord of lords we own;
Alleluia, born of Mary, Earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne:
Thou within the veil hast entered,
Robed in flesh, our great High Priest;
Thou on earth both Priest and Victim
In the Eucharistic Feast.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Grace and peace be with you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Father of glory, holy and eternal, look upon us now in power and mercy. May your strength overcome our weakness, your radiance transform our blindness, and your Spirit draw us to that love shown and offered to us by your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

As we come into the presence of our heavenly Father let us seek his forgiveness of our sins that we may know his peace in our hearts.

Lord Jesus, mighty God and Prince of Peace.   		   Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, Son of God and Son of Mary.         		   Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, Word made flesh and splendour of the Father.  Lord, have mercy. 

May almighty God have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

Alleluia, alleluia, glory be to God on high;
Alleluia, to the Saviour who has gained the victory;
Alleluia to the Spirit, fount of love and sanctity;
Alleluia, Alleluia, to the Triune Majesty.
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Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A reading from the first book of the Samuel                                               3. 1-10
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.  At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. Then the LORD called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and lay down. The LORD called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.” ’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.
[bookmark: _Hlk133389887]This is the Word of the Lord.                                                         Thanks be to God.
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O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways.         (R)

Even before a word is on my tongue,
O Lord, you know it completely.
You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain it.      (R)

When can I go from your spirit?
Or where can I flee from your presence?
If I ascend to heaven, you are there;
if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.    (R)

If I take the wings of the morning
and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
even there your hand shall lead me,
and your right hand shall hold me fast.     (R)

A reading from the book of Revelation                                                          5. 1-10
Then I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll written on the inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals; and I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?’ And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it. And I began to weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Do not weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals. ’Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders a Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He went and took the scroll from the right hand of the one who was seated on the throne. When he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, each holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. They sing a new song: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God saints from every tribe and language and people and nation;  you have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God, and they will reign on earth.’ 
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                            Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Hail, 
“You will see heaven opened,” says the Lord, “and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to St. John                                 1. 43-51
Glory to you, O Lord.
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’ 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                Praise to you, O Christ.

Meditation: Following the birth of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, shepherds representing the Jewish people and Wise Men from the east representing the Gentile world were called into his presence. They came and recognised that they were in the presence of the long-promised Messiah and they knelt and worshipped him. In our Gospel reading today we have moved forward. Jesus is now fully grown and has begun his public ministry. Today we read how he met and called Phillip and Nathaniel and called them to follow him. His calling of Phillip and Nathaniel echo’s the calling of Samuel in our first reading today. Eventually Samuel recognised that it was voice of God calling him to serve and he responded, “Here I am, speak Lord for your servant is listening.” Nathaniel too responded to his calling by Jesus with the words “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ Both the calling of Samuel and the calling of the apostles are touching almost magical events to us yet they remind us that the calling of God is to us all. He calls us as he called the shepherds and wise men into the presence of his Son, to kneel and worship him and he calls us as he called the apostles to follow his son, and he calls us all by our name, just as he called Samuel, to serve him. God sent his son because of his great love for us, he knows each one of us intimately, better than we know ourselves. He knows the people we are, the people we are capable of being and he calls us by our name to share his life, to live in the light of his love and to bring the light of his love to a world in need. He calls us to bring the light of his love to shine in the darkest places of the lives of those among whom we live, to bring love to the unloved, to give hope to those in despair,  to ease the burden of those who are weighed down through suffering, fear and anxiety. Christ comes to us in so many unexpected ways each day in those that we encounter. When the call to follow Christ and serve him comes to us may we have the faith and trust to answer with Samuel, “Here I am, Lord” and with Nathaniel,  Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel! ’Amen.



In the power of the Holy Spirit and in union with Christ let us bring our prayers for the  Church and for the world to our heavenly Father.

We pray for the Church throughout the world, for the leaders of the Church among them Andrew our Archbishop and Mary our Bishop. We pray for the clergy and people of our diocese and for our own churches; that through the Church all may see the presence of Christ in the world.                            Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the people of the world, for the victims of violence and oppression, for all suffering the effects of natural disaster and for those suffering from famine or drought; May the light which is Christ shine on the darkest places of the world transforming them with his love.                                              Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for our own community, for our families, friends and neighbours. We give thanks for all who serve the needs of the vulnerable; that through faithful lives we may bring the saving and healing love of Christ to all among whom we live.                             
          Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who are in need, for those who are sick, for those who are bereaved, for the lonely and isolated and for all in any kind of need. We hold in our hearts before God those known to us who are in need at this time and all whose names are recorded in our intercession books; may they be strengthened by the Holy Spirit and consoled 
with the love of Christ.                                         Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who have died. We remember before God our own departed loved ones and we pray for the recently departed and those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. May they share the eternal glory of heaven in the company of all the saints.                                                                 Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We bring all our prayers to our heavenly Father as we pray together:

Our Father, 
who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,
thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom,
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.


The Peace:
Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of peace; of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end.
The peace of the Lord be with you and with all those whom you love.
And also with you.

Let us pray:
God of glory, you nourish us with your Word who is the bread of life: fill us with your Holy Spirit that through us the light of your glory may shine in all the world. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing:
The Lord be with you.      And also with you.

Christ, who by taking our flesh, gathered into one all things earthly and heavenly, fill you with all joy and peace and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.            In the name of Christ. Amen.
Hymn 2:   Ye Holy Angels Bright

1. Ye holy angels bright, 
who wait at God’s right hand,
Or through the realms of light 
fly at your Lord’s command,
Assist our song, 
For else the theme too high doth seem
For mortal tongue.

2. Ye blessed souls at rest,
Who ran this earthly race,
And now, from sin released,
Behold the Saviour’s face,
God’s praises sound,
As in his sight 
With sweet delight
Ye do abound.

3. Ye saints, who toil below,
Adore your heavenly King,
And onward as ye go
Some joyful anthems sing;
Take what he gives 
and praise him still, 
through good or ill,
Who ever lives.

4. My soul, bear thou thy part,
Triumph in God above:
And with a well-tuned heart
Sing thou the songs of love;
Let all thy days
Till life shall end,
Whate’er he send,
Be filled with praise.
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